September 2026 Plant of the Month

Cornus amomum Mill.; Silky Dogwood, Red-Willow

The September Plant of the Month is a common native shrub found in open meadows, stream
banks, and other open wet habitats outside of the Pine Barrens. Silky dogwood grows on rich
soils and is often growing in association with other rich substrate wetland shrubs such as llex
verticilata, Viburnum dentatum, and Sambucus canadensis. Hough (1983) identifies a statewide
distribution diminishing in the Pine Barrens. The photo above was photographed in a Mantua
Creek Fish and Wildlife Management Area, Mantua Twp, Gloucester County.

The genus Cornus is represented in New Jersey by seven species, two of which are shrubs
similar to the Plant of the Month. These species can be differentiated by stem color, cymes form,
and fruit color. Cornus racemosa has gray branches and white fruits on panicle shaped cymes;
Cornus sericea's new growth is red with white fruits in flattened cymes. Cornus amomum's
fruits are dark blue on flattened cymes, the new stems are purple. The Plant of the Month also
has a brown pith whereas Cornus sericea has a white pith.

Moerman (1998) identifies two distinct silky dogwood Native American uses: medicinal drugs
and smoking. Northeastern tribes used our monthly species for medicine such as analgesics and
skin care; tribes in the upper Mississippi River valley used the dried sweet inner bark for
smoking.

Look for our Plant of the Month in rich, open meadows, roadsides and lakesides where it's white
flowers will be visible. Silky dogwood flowers mid to late summer, and at the time of the writing
it was in full flower.
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