August 2026 Plant of the Month

Urochloa playphylla (Munro ex C. Wright) RD Webser; Broadleaf Signalgrass

The August Plant of the Month is a relatively new species in New Jersey. Broadleaf signalgrass
is a annual southern grass that occasionally extends its distribution into the southern counties of
the Garden State. Such an extension was witnessed in Salem County when the species was
discovered mixed as scattered weed in a soy bean field. Hough (1983) does not lists our Plant of
the Month. The photo above was photographed in a farm between the villages Harmersville and
Canton, Lower Alloways Creek Township, Salem County.

New Jersey supports no permanent populations of any of the members of the genus Urochloa.
Urochola adspera has been discovered in Camden as a ballast plant, but it was never persistent.
The genus is often found as a farm weed in the southeast United States where the genus is native.
Agricultural crops and seed sources that originate from this region will become New Jersey's
sources for the occasional northern distribution of this southeastern species.

Moerman (1998) identifies no listed uses for this or the related genus Paspalum. It would
assumed that the grains of this native annual grass were collected by Native Americans as they
did most all other grasses with similar harvestable seeds.
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