June 2026 Plant of the Month

Geranium maculatum L., Wild Geranium, Spotted Geranium

June's Plant of the Month is a widely distributed native wildflower. Geranium maculatum is a
member of the Geraniaceae, the Geranium family. It is a facultative upland perennial
herbaceous plant associated with open woodlands throughout the state. Hough (1983) lists our
Plant of the Month as a common to New Jersey, missing from the central Pinelands and coastal
strip. The photo above was photographed in Mount Cuba, Newcastle Co, Delaware.

New Jersey supports at least ten members of the genus. Only 3 of the state's ten species are
native (G. carolinianum, macutatum, robertianum) and our Plant of the Month is one of the
native species. The other members of the Geranium genus (G. columbium, dissectum, molle,
pusillum, roundifolium, sanguineum,and sibiricum) are all naturalized and now part of the flora.

Moerman (1998) identifies many medicinal uses for the Plant of the Month. Eastern and Mid-
western Native Americans use the plants for numerous purposes such as an antirheumatic,
diuretic, and gynecological aid. The wild geranium flowers in May, and is best observed in open
gaps in our native deciduous woodlands in the northern forests, Inner Coastal Plain woodland
and along the Delaware Bay forests.
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