
May 2026 Guess that Plant 

  
Morella cerifera (L.) Small; Wax myrtle 

 

The May Guess that Plant is a native shrub common to the southern Delaware Bay counties and 

the counties bordering the Atlantic Ocean.  Wax myrtle is a member of the Bayberry family, 

Myricaceae.  Our Guess that Plant species is listed by Hough (1983) as rare in the southern NJ 

counties, becoming common on the southern Delaware Bay edge counties and Cape May. The 

species is facultative shrub found in moist sandy soils. Stone (1910) lists the species as restricted 

to the Cape May peninsula.   

 

New Jersey is home to 4 members of the genus Morella: Morella cerifiera, gale, heterophylla, 

and pensylvanica. Sweet fern, Comptonia peregrina, is also a member of the Myricaceae and 

was once classified as a member of the Myrica/Morella genus. Morella gale is a northern 

wetland species confined to the mountainous counties in the northwest of the state.  Morella 

heterphylla is found with Morella pensylvanica in the southern half of the state.  Comptonia is an 

upland species and is found state-wide. 

 

Moerman (1998) cites records of Native American uses for medicine and as a source of wax for 

candles. This species is semi-evergreen and can be seen throughout the year, and is best found 

were it is common-Cape May county. 

 

JRA, 5/2026 


