April 2026 Guess that Plant

=/ " ) | -
Scirpus georgianus Harper, Georgia Bulrush

The April Guess that Plant is a native sedge. Scirpus georgianus is a member of the sedge
family, Cyperaceae. Our Guess that Plant species is listed by Hough (1983) in all northern NJ
counties with known collections on the southern Delaware River edge counties and Cape May.
The species is an obligate wetland herbaceous monocot found in moist soils. Hough (1983) lists
uplands as its habitat. The photo above shows the monthly species in a dirt road puddle; Franklin
Township Gloucester County.

New Jersey is home to numerous members of the genus Scirpus, and the nearest relative to our
Guess that Plant is Scipus atrovirens. Scirpus georgianus was considered a variety of S.
atrovirens but today is identified as a separate species.

There are no recorded specific uses ally for the Scirpus georgianus. The size of the culms and
the fibrous nature would lend itself to be used as fiber for cordage and basketry, similar to other
sedges and grasses. This species flowers and sets achenes from late June to early August in
native habitats throughout the Coastal Plain.

JRA, 4/2026



