
April 2026 Plant of the Month 

 

 
 

Salix discolor Muhl., Pussy Willow 

 

April's Plant of the Month is large, common, native shrub distributed throughout most of the 

State.  Pussy willow is a member of the Salix family, Salaceae.  It is a facultative wetland shrub 

(FACW) associated with open stream edges, ditches, roadsides and similar habitats.  Hough 

(1983) lists our Plant of the Month as a woody species common to northern New Jersey, 

decreasing in the Inner Coastal Plain and Cape May. The photos above are from a specimen 

photographed in a farm field ditch in South Harrison Township, Gloucester County.   

 

There are many members of the genus Salix in New Jersey, and a couple that have a similar habit 

to our monthly species.  Salix capera, the goat willow is a non-native that has been planted as an 

ornamental and in wetlands. The species is not cited as a member of the flora, yet it exists in 

residential landscapes. Salix cinerea, large gray willow, is an non-native distributed in northern 

New Jersey. The diminutive Salix humilis, prairie willow, is found in uplands throughout the 

state 

 

Moerman (1998) identifies many uses for pussy willow by multiple nations across the species 

range. Native Americans  used pussy willow as a drug as well as for fiber, plant dyes, and other 

wood related products. The species is in flower now, and will be into early April. 
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