March 2026 Plant of the Month

B

Wolffiella gladiata (Hegelm.) Hegelm., Florida Mudmidget, Florida or Sword Bogmat

March's Plant of the Month is a floating aquatic species with a limited New Jersey distribution.
Wolffiella gladiata, formerly known as Wolffiella floridana, is listed by New Jersey's Office of
Natural Lands Management as an Endangered species with a S1 State rarity designation. This
native member of the flora is a perennial in the Lemnaceae, the Duckweed family. Wolffiella is
an obligate wetland floating aquatic species found in nutrient-rich, quiet waters. This species was
discovered in Gloucester County, within a eutrophic impoundment in the Great Egg Harbor
River system. Hough (1983) lists our Plant of the Month as rare with only two locations at
opposite ends of the State. The Gloucester County site adds to the Salem and Passaic County
sites previously reported.

Wolffiella is one of 5 genera classified in the duckweed family. It is the only member of the
genus in New Jersey. It is distinguished from other members of the family by the sword shaped
leaves. All other members of the family have oval or round floating leaves. Wolffiella's narrow,
linear leaf form is distinctly different from the other New Jersey members of Lemna Spirodella,
and Wolffia.

Moerman (1998) does not identify Wolffiella as a plant used by Native Americans. There are
records for the members of Lemna, and if the plants are intermixed, our monthly species would
no doubt be used for the medicinal uses listed for the common duckweed. The plantis a
perennial that re-appears as floating specimens during the summer months. The best way to
search for this plant is to find nutrient rich waters known to support the common Lemna and
Wolffia species. Look for the characteristic linear leaves that make this March Plant of the Month
stand out from its floating leaf associates.
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