
February 2026 Guess that Plant 

  
Juncus diffusissimus Buckley, Slimpod rush 

 

The February Guess that Plant is another relatively new member to New Jersey's wild flora. 

Slimpod rush is a native member of the Juncaceae, the rush family.  Our Guess that Plant species 

was not listed by Hough (1983), indicating the species arrived in our state sometime after that 

publication. Until relatively recently the rush was listed as an Endangered species with a single 

know population in Cape May.  Since the original records, this plant has expanded its range 

north along the Garden State Parkway and is now known from numerous scattered sites in Cape 

May, Atlantic, Burlington, and Ocean counties. This distribution mirrors the expansion 

witnessed for Eragrostis hirsuta.  Both species became established in a single southern county 

site (S1.1), and after a considerable period expanded the range, lowering the species rarity 

ranking to either S2 or S3. This is another example of the southern US flora moving north to 

occupy new habitats as our landscape changes. Fernald (1950) listed Virginia as the northern 

distribution for slimpod rush mid-century.  By the end of the 20th century, it jumped the 

Chesapeake Bay and Delaware Bay. Twenty five years later is has expanded into new coastal 

counties. The photo used for this month's record was taken along a unimproved road right of way 

north of Rt. 37, west of Hooper Ave in the Kettle Creek drainage, Tom's River vicinity. 

 

New Jersey is home to numerous members of the genus Juncus.  Our monthly plant is separated 

from the other Juncus species by its highly diffuse panicle and its long slim capsules that exceed 

the perianth.  
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