January 2026 Guess that Plant

Pennisetum alopercuroides (L.) Spreng.; Chinese or Foxtail Fountain-grass
The January Guess that Plant is a relatively new member to New Jersey's wild flora. Fountain-
grass is an ornamental perennial often used as a border planting. It is also used to add accent and
color to formal perennial beds. This provides an avenue for escape from the garden into the
wilds on the periphery of suburban landscapes. That is what appears to be happening with this
grass. It has been documented on roadsides and disturbed landscape in Gloucester and Camden
counties. It escaped from nearby plantings allowing the grass to gain a foothold. At present the
extent of the escaped distribution is not known, but it is a plant widely sold by major suppliers
throughout the state. Hough (1983) does not include the genus in New Jersey Wild Plants. Flora
of North America (Vol. 25, pg. 521) identified the species originating in southeast Asia, and it
has been frequently grown in the FNA region as an ornament. There is only one species present
in New Jersey; the non-native genus is spread throughout the western United States.
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