
December 2025 Guess that Plant 

  
Setaria pumila (Poir) Roem & Schult., Yellow Foxtail, Yellow Bristle-grass 

 

The December Guess that Plant is a non-native annual European grass that occupies disturbed 

habitats throughout New Jersey.  Yellow foxtail was listed in older manuals as S. glauca (L.) 

Beauv. or S. lutescens Weigel; both names have been superseded by S. pumila. The monthly 

species is found statewide. This wide distribution has been verified by this author over years of 

field work, although the herbarium documentation of Hough (1983) shows specimens are lacking 

from the southern counties.  Yellow fox-tail is an upland species found in waste places, 

roadsides, farm field edges and similar open disturbed habitats. 

 

New Jersey supports at least 6 species, of which only 2 are native: Setaria genticulata and S. 

magna. 

 

Moererman (1998) provides no known use for this non-native and relatively recent addition to 

New Jersey's flora.  Its presence provides limited habitat and seed for seed eating birds. 
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