
December 2025 Plant of the Month 

 
 

 
Celastrus orbiculatus Thunb., Oriental Bittersweet 

 

The December Plant of the Month is a non-native invasive vine that occupies disturbed habitat 

throughout the state.  Oriental bittersweet is an invasive plant from China and Korea.  It was 

introduced into North America, and has displaced the native species Celastrus scandens.  Today 

the native is all but completely overwhelmed by this similar vine. This species is an upland 

species with habitat wherever thickets and young trees exist.  Hough (1983) cites a relatively 

limited distribution, whereas today it has expanded into all available habitat by bird distribution.  

As early as 1983 it was noted this non-native bittersweet was displacing the native, and today 

American bittersweet is a rarity when once it was formerly widespread. 

 

Both American and Oriental bittersweet exist outside of the Pinelands, yet the native has been 

relegated to relict populations on the Coastal Plain and Piedmont areas. The Plant of the Month 

is identified by flowers and fruits that are produced in the axils of the leaves and stems, whereas 

the native limits flowers to the tips of branches. 

 

Moerman (1998) does not cites a specific Native Americans use for the non-native vine, but the 

native had limited medicinal uses and well as for fiber. Oriental bittersweet can be identified 

throughout the year by its flower habitat, and in the fall and winter by its showy display of 

berries of the year. 
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