
November 2025 Guess that Plant 

  
Eragrostis hirsuta (Michx.) Nees., Bigtop Lovegrass 

 

The November Guess that Plant is a native grass that expanded its range into New Jersey in the 

last decade.  Bigtop lovegrass is a southeastern US native perennial that moved first into a single 

stand in Vineland, Cumberland County. It then expanded throughout the coastal plain near the 

Delaware Bay.  Today the grass has expanded opportunistically into Gloucester, Salem, Camden, 

Atlantic and Burlington counties. Eragrostis hirsuta is a monocot an is a member of the grass 

family, Poaceae and Cynodomiteae tribe.  This species occupies open sandy loam and loamy 

soils on road sides, old fields, and disturbed ground in both dry uplands and moist wetland edges. 

This grass was once listed by NJ's Natural Heritage Program as an endangered plant, with a S1.1 

designation. Today, it is clear the grass is expanding its range into new habitats, and it may 

eventually occupy the entire Outer Coastal Plain. It is now secure and should be listed as a S4 

species. 

 

New Jersey is home to many members of the Eragrostis genus. Hough (1983) list at least 10 

species with 4 native to the Flora. The genus is split between perennial and annual species.  The 

Guess that Plant species is differentiated from all of the others by its immense panicle that can 

reach a meter or more in length.   

 

Moererman (1998) provides no known use although it was probably used in its native 

southeastern US as fiber for basketry or other utilitarian uses.  This plant has become a common 

roadside species near Turkey Point, Downe Township and Unexpected Road, Franklin where the 

panicle of the year is a telltale sign of the plant. 
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