
October 2025 Guess that Plant 

 
Oenothera biennis L., Common Evening Primrose 

 

The Guess that Plant for September was one of New Jersey's common native biennial herbs. 

Evening primrose is a member of the primrose family, Onagaceae.  Our monthly occupies open 

road sides, old fields, and disturbed ground throughout the state. This species prefers loam soils 

and is more likely to be discovered in open upland habitats. 

 

Our monthly species is a biennial.  There are 7 Oeothera species in NJ that are annuals and 

perennials, A few other species have been introduced and their current status as part of our flora 

is suspect. 

 

Moererman (1998) cites Native Eastern tribes used our Guess that Plant for a medicinal purposes 

as well as for food.  This plant flowers during the afternoon hours in late summer.   
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