
September 2025 Guess that Plant 

 
Chamaecrista fasciculata (L.) Moench, Partridge Pea (flower, fruit) 

 

The Guess that Plant for August was a relative of the July GTP.  Partridge pea is another of New 

Jersey's native annual herbs. This species is a member of the pea family, Fabaceae former known 

as Leguminaceae.  Our monthly plant was formerly classified as Cassia faciculata , the Senna 

genus. Senna, Cassia, and Chamaecrista have been separated into 3 separate genera based on a 

better understanding of the morphology and genetics of this section of the pea family. Our Guess 

that Plant occupies open sandy ground and is found throughout the state. This species prefers 

rich moist soils and is more likely to be discovered on the Inner Coastal Plain. 

 

The two species found in New Jersey are similar in their foliage, habitat, and distribution.  

Partridge pea is distinguished from its relative by larger, more showy flower and overall larger 

size. 

 

Moererman (1998) cites Native Eastern tribes used our Guess that Plant for a stimulant for 

endurance while playing sports.  This plant flowers in late summer, and plants in the southern 

part of the state are in fruit now. 
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