
September 2025 Plant of the Month 

 
 

Dichanthelium commutatum (Schult.) Gould; Variable Panicgrass 

 

The September Plant of the Month is a native perennial grass variable panicgrass.  This grass is 

an upland species often found with other members of the genus.  Hough (1983) cites a 

distribution throughout the state. The panic frequently found in open upland forests, and dry 

roadsides and in today's landscape under power line right of ways. 

 

There are at least 36 members of the genus native to New Jersey.  They are best separated using 

characteristic of the spikelet, glumes, and leaf ligules. The Plant of the Month's panicle is 

differentiated by it low stature, early forking branches (often purplish in color), broad culm 

leaves, and the size and shape of its spikelet. 

 

Moerman (1998) cites Native Americans using members of the for medicinal purposes. No 

species-specific information is known about its cultural uses.  The best time to find and identify 

this species is in late spring or early summer. 
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