
July 2025 Guess that Plant 

 
Gaylussacia frondosa (L.) Torr. & Gray, Dangleberry 

 

The Guess that Plant for July was the common ericaceous shrub dangleberry. This shrub is a 

major component of the Outer Coastal Plain understory.  It is found statewide, but is most 

abundant in the Pine Barrens (Hough, 1983). Dangleberry is a member of the blueberry family, 

Ericaceae.  

 

Three Gaylussacia species are present in New Jersey with overlapping ranges and habitats.  The 

difference between these similar shrubs is best told by the flower or fruit.  July's Guess that Plant 

is distinguished by the long peduncles (visible in photo above) that bear the large, glaucous 

berries.  The fruits are easily distinguished from black huckleberry (G. baccata) which are shiny 

black fruit in leaf axils, and dwarf huckleberry (G. dumosa) with glandular fruit.  Dangleberry is 

separated from true blueberries when the berry is abundant.  Dangleberry has a distinct hard seed 

whereas blueberry has soft seeds. Other characteristic separate the species, but it more enjoyable 

to differentiate by taste! 

 

Huckleberries of all types were used for thousands of years for food by Native Americans across 

their range.  Dangleberry fruit is available mid-summer and should be visible throughout the 

Outer Coastal Plain wherever native forest persists.  
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