July 2025 Plant of the Month

»

The July Plant of the Month is a non-native herb that is found in dry, open habitats throughout
New Jersey. Sulphur cinquefoil is a perennial in the Rose family, Rosaceae, The plant is found
in man-disturbed habitats such roadsides, dry old fields, areas bordering railroads, and edges
around agricultural fields. Hough (1983) cites a state-wide distribution with voucher specimens
collected from most counties.

There are thirteen members of the genus found in New Jersey. Eight of these are native to our
flora. Our monthly species is one of the non-native species that can be identified by the large
palmate leaves with serrate margins. The flowers are pale yellow.

Moerman (1998) cites a Native American use as a dermatological aid by using pounded leaves
and stems applied to open sores. The sulphur cinquefoil can be seen throughout the state. The
large palmate leaves and pale yellow flowers are visible from May to September.
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