June 2025 Guess that Plant

Bromus inermis Leyss.; Smooth Brome

The Guess that Plant for June was the non-native grass, Smooth Brome. This introduced species
persists in meadows, hay fields, and on roadsides. Smooth brome is an upland species. Hough
(1983) identified the species as being found statewide, and decreasing abundance through the
Inner Coastal Plain south to Cumberland County. The grass in nearly absent in the Pine Barrens.

New Jersey provides habitat for as many as seventeen species of Bromus. Of these, 4 are native.
The other thirteen are naturalized and are now part of our roadside and waste ground flora. There
are no known species-specific Native American uses, but other similar brome grasses were used
for food and fiber. Guess that Plant species can be best identified from June to October,
between anthesis and seed set.
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