June 2025 Plant of the Month

The June Plant of the Month is a non-native herb that is infrequent in New Jersey. Cutleaf
geranium is annual in the geranium family, Geraniaceae, The plant is found in man-disturbed
habitats such roadsides, dry old fields, and edges around agricultural fields. Hough (1983) cites a
record from Hudson County. Recent discoveries in Salem County expands the state range and
distribution.

Including the Plant of the Month, there are nine recorded members of the genus and only 3 are
native to the flora (G. bicknellii, carolinianum, and macutatum). Our monthly species is
separated by the highly dissected leaves and the small, rose-purple flower.

Moerman (1998) cites numerous of the genus Geranium uses by Native Americans, but no
citations for the non-native annual. It was used for medicine by eastern tribes, and a blue dye by
the Cherokee. The Plant of the Month flowers in May and June, with capsules set to disperse
seeds by September. Look for the tiny rose colored flowers. Thos seeking this geranium should
concentrate on edges of farms in the Alloway Creek watershed.
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