
May 2025 Plant of the Month 

 
Baptisia tinctora (L.) R.Br.; Wild Indigo 

 

May's Plant of the Month is a native herb found throughout New Jersey.  Baptisia tinctora is an 

upland legume, and a member of the Fabaceae, the bean family. The plant prefers dry, sterile 

woodlands and forest edges, and is a common sight throughout the dry coastal plain. Hough 

(1983) cites a statewide distribution 

 

There are three recorded members of the genus, with our Plant of the Month being the most 

widespread.  Baptisia australis is a blue specimens with records within the state, as is Baptisia 

leucophaea, a garden escape that has an old record from North New Jersey.   

 

Moerman (1998) cites numerous uses by Native Americans.  It was used for medicine by eastern 

tribes, and a blue dye by the Cherokee.  The Plant of the Month flowers in June and July, with 

capsules set to disperse seeds by September.  Look for the yellow pea flowers on dry roadside 

during its flowering period. 
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