
April 2025 Plant of the Month 

 
Dactylis glomerata L.; Orchard grass 

 

April's Plant of the Month is a non-native species of grass found throughout New Jersey.  

Dactylis is an European native, transported to North America during the colonization of the 

continent. The species is a member of the Poaceae family. Orchard grass is an upland species and 

as its name signifies, it is found in pastures, old fields, roadsides and other areas were perennial 

upland grasses establish.  Hough (1983) cites the species as being distributed statewide. The 

photo above was taken in the Franklin Township, Gloucester County. 

 

There is only one member of this genus in North America, although taxonomists have described 

a couple of varieties based on conditions of the glumes. The grass is an perennial used as forage 

for livestock.  It is planted as a crop for hay, and has escaped everywhere conditions are 

appropriate.   

 

There are no Native American uses for this grass, primarily because it was introduced into an 

ecosystem being overwhelmed by European land uses that displaced Native peoples, eliminating 

the potential for local uses without interference from colonial Europeans.  This plant, being 

perennial, is present all year but is best identified late spring through autumn when it's in anthesis 

and then in seed.  
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