
March 2025 Guess that Plant 

 
Utricularia purpurea Walt.; Purple Bladderwort 

 

March's Guess that Plant was the native wetland herb, purple bladderwort. This is a member of 

the Lentibulariacea family. This plant is found on the coastal plain, and primarily within the 

Pinelands.  Hough (1983) found the species is in all southern counties, and widespread on the 

Coastal Plain. It was listed as a rare plant, S3 and is listed as a protected species within the 

Pinelands, but this designation is not necessarily an accurate reflection of its rarity.  It is often 

found in a vegetative form without flowers. It can be identified in the vegetative form using the 

whorled leaves as an indicator. The purple bladderwort is found in ponds, lakes, and within quite 

waters and side channels of coastal freshwater streams. The photo above is from McCarty's 

Lake, Franklin Twp, Gloucester County. 
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