Microstegium vimineum (Trin.) A. Camus; Nepalse browntop, ' epalese stilt-grass

The March Plant of the Month is a species that has over run New Jersey. Microstegium is a non-
native grass and a member of the Poaceae family. It was introduced mid 20th century from the
NE Asia. The grass has a FAC wetland designation , and is found in and around wetlands and
moist fertile soil. Hough (1983) mapped its presence in all northern counties, and in the forty
years since the Atlas publication, this plant has since occupied all Counties, and has even
become established on disturbed habitats within the Pinelands. Only the Coastal and freshwater
tidal marshes have been spared the invasion of this wide-spread species. The photo above was
taken in the Piney Hollow Nature Area, Franklin Township, Gloucester County.

There is only one member of this Asiatic genus in North America. The grass is an annual with
seeds that persist for many years in a seed bank. There are no uses for this plant in the literature
from Native American perspective. It is a relatively new species on the continent, and it was not
subject to discovery by our native Americans.

JRA, 3/2025



