
February 2025 Guess that Plant 

 
Rhexia virginica L. Virginia Meadow Beauty 

 

February's Guess that Plant was the native wetland herb, the Virginia meadow beauty. This is a 

member of the Melastomatacea family, a tropical family with the genus Rhexia as its only 

northern member. This handsome plant is found state-wide, and is associate with native wetland 

grasses and sedges. Hough (1983) found the species is infrequent in the northern counties, and 

widespread on the Coastal Plain. The photo above is from McCarty's Lake, Franklin Twp, 

Gloucester County. 

 

The Virginia meadow beauty is one of 4 members of the genus (Rhexia aristosa, mariana, 

ventricosa) found in New Jersey.  Its distinguished from the other Rhexia species by is dark 

pink-purple petals, broad leaf shape, and tuberous roots. The monthly species flowers in from 

July until late August. 

 

JRA, 2/2025 


