January 2025 Guess that Plant

chhanthellum depauperatum (Muhl.) Gould, Starved panic grass

January's Guess that Plant was the common upland grass, the starved panic grass. This is a
member of the Poaceae family, and is in the Panic Grass group, Panicoidea. It is found State-
wide, and is an abundant forest grasses in the dry, sterile upland forests, specifically in the
southwest oak-pine forests. Hough (1983) and Stone (1910) both indicate the grass may be
introduced into the central Pine Barrens. The photo above is from Unexpected Road, Franklin
Twp, Gloucester County.

The starved panic grass is one of as many as 37 members of the genus Dichanthelium found in
New Jersey. Its distinguished from most of the other "rosette panics” by the narrow leaved, lack
of broad leaves on the basal rosette, and the shape of the spikelet. It is often found with other
wide spread upland herbs such as Carex nigromarginata, C. albicans, C. tonsa, Dichanthelium
dichotomum, D. commutatum, and Danthonia spicata.
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