
December 2024 Guess that Plant 

 
Carex swanii (Fernald) Mack., Swan's Sedge 

 

The December Guess that Plant was the common upland Swan's sedge, a member of the 

Cyperaceae family. It is found State-wide, and is often the most abundant forest sedge in the oak 

forests, specifically in the southwest oak-pine forests. Swan's sedge is distinguished from the 

similar C. virescens by the shape and size of the spikes, and the shape and covering of the 

achenes.  It is often found with other wide spread upland herbs such as Carex nigromarginata, C. 

albicans, Dichanthelium dichotomum, D. commutatum, and Danthonia spicata. 
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