August 2024 Guess that Plant
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Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. Ex. Steud; Common reed grass

The August Guess that Plant is a species found on all continents except Antarctica. Common
reed grass is as ubiquitous as any plant within the state. It is found in every county and can be
found in many habitats. One common thread is the plant seeks disturbance. Phragmites
australis is listed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service as a facultative wetland species (FACW),
yet its opportunistic abilities allow it to occupy wet or dry habitats, as long as they are disturbed
rendering its practical designation as a FAC species. The most common habitat occupied by
Phragmites is the ecotone between saline marsh and the adjacent terrestrial habitats. Other
conditions occupied by common reed grass are road side ditches, landfills, dredge spoils, vacant
filled lots, essentially any vacant habitat.

Phragmites australis is one of four species found worldwide, and the only species to occupy
New Jersey. Most populations of this plant are introduced, and represent an invasion since the
colonial period. There is a native subspecies of the common reed grass that is found in Northeast
United States. Based on morphology, genetics, and habit preference, this subspecies has been
described within the state. It prefers the narrow native ecotone between saline marshes and the
adjacent brackish to fresh water conditions. The native subspecies americanus differs from the
imported cosmopolitan subspecies in a number of characters, but is best described as a more
delicate form of the common reed grass.

Most of the common reed grass we see today was introduced into North America during the
early colonial period. Common reed and other similar tall reed like grasses provided materials
for tools and baskets for Native Americans. This plants is found all over the state and can be seen
along most of our major highways and disturbed landscape at any time of the year.
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