July 2024 Guess that Plant

The July Guess that Plant is a non-native perennial vine, Vinca minor commonly called
periwinkle. Common periwinkle is a member of the Apocynaceae, the dogbane family. It is a
native to central and southern Europe, and has made it to New Jersey's shores as a landscape
plant. The species has been widely used as a ground cover since its earliest use. As such, it is a
marker for historic home sites and other active historic residential uses. Hough (1983) cites few
counties with voucher specimens, but it is assured this plant is statewide, and associated with
abandoned home sites. The photos above were taken in April on the site of an old home in
Tansboro, Winslow Twp., Camden County.

Vinca minor is one of two commonly used as a groundcover in the genus. Vinca major is
another non-native sometimes used in similar fashion. Vinca major differs from Vinca minor by
the heart-shaped , broad leaves as opposed to narrow tapered leaves on the Plant of the Month.
Vinca major can be somewhat upright with lighter colored flowers. It too is a native of the
European continent, introduced into North America around 1789.

Vinca minor was introduced into North America during the early colonial period, although the
species has been in cultivation since ancient times (Rehder, 1940). This presence has provided an
opportunity for the species to flourish making this species a telltale sign of past human uses. The
species does not appear to spread beyond the disturbed landscape around ancient home sites, but
it is persistent. This persistence makes this plant one of a suite of introduced landscape species
often used by archaeologist when searching for long abandoned residential uses. Periwinkle is a
spring flowering species, but its evergreen leaves are visible all year. Look for this species
where old home existed. It may be that clue that identifies the site.
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