July 2024 Plant of the Month

Packera aurea (L.) A&D Love; Golden rawort

The July Plant of the Month is a native perennial herbaceous species know as Golden Ragwort,
Packera aurea. The species was formerly in the genus Senecio and known as Senecio aureus. It
was re-classified in the genus Packera. Our Plant of the Month is a wetland species found State-
wide outside of the central Pine Barrens. The photos above were taken in April on the banks of
Mason Run, Lindenwold, Camden County.

Golden ragwort is one of five native perennial species found in New Jersey. Packera obovata,
paupercula, anonyma, and tomentosa occur distinctly dryer habitats than the Plant of the Month.
Golden ragwort is distinguished from the other native species by the broad, heart shaped basal
leaves with a rugose surface, dissected cauline leaves, and it is found in a wetland habitat.

Moerman (1998) cites eastern Native American tribes used this plant as a gynecological aide
well as for additional gastrointestinal ailments. The Plant of the Month is past its flowering time,
and at the moment is only visible as the large basal leaves. These would be an indicator of its
presence. Search rich floodplains and moist stream banks next spring for its cluster of yellow
flowers.
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