
June 2024 Plant of the Month 

 
Drosera intermedia Hayne, Spatulate leaf Sundew 

 

The June Plant of the Month is a native herbaceous plant with an unique method to obtain 

nutrients.  Sundews are carnivorous plants that obtain important plant metabolites by digesting 

insects. Our monthly species is in the Droseaceae, the Sundew family.  Sundews (OBL wetland 

species) require nutrient poor, wetland soils often in association with sphagnum mosses. Hough 

(1983) cites a distribution that includes all counties with the exception of Morris, Warren, 

Somerset, Bergen, Union, and Essex.  These counties support Piedmont geology and limestone 

outcrops that produce soils incompatible with the acidic needs of Drosera. The species is very 

well represented in the central Pine Barrens where it is often an obvious member of the 

understory wetland flora in Atlantic white cedar swamps. 

 

Spatulate leaf sundew is the most abundant of the three sundew species found in New Jersey's 

nutrient poor, acidic  wetlands. Drosea filiformis and Drosera rotundifolia complete New 

Jersey's sundew flora.  Drosera filiformis has long narrow curling leaves that is often found on 

open exposed wet sand. Drosera rotundifolia has round leaves on long petioles and is often 

associated with sphagnum hummocks under Atlantic white cedar.  

 

Moerman (1998) does not list uses specifically for the Drosera intermedia, but there are known 

medicinal uses for Drosera rotundifolia.  The Plant of the Month flowers from mid-June until 

August.  Anyone looking for this species should start searching open acidic wetlands such as 

Pineland's bogs, edges of cedar swamps and open savannas. The oval leaves covered with sticky 

glands will be the first identification clue. 
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